Composition using chords

1) Revise the following chord shapes; make sure you can play each of these from memory

C, Dm, Em, G, Am

2) The tune we are going to write will be 8 bars long, copy out the grid below so you can use it more than once.  Each box represents ONE BAR.
	C
	
	
	

	
	
	
	C


3) Start & finish your tune with the chord of C, now try playing any of the other chords from the list above.  If you like the sound of the chord fill in the next box, if you don’t like it try a different chord until you find a sound you like. You can use a chord more than once.

4) Repeat this until you have made up 3 different tunes (each one 8 bars long)

5) Decide on the mood/style of your tune…is it happy or sad, fast or slow, loud or quiet. Make up a strumming pattern (up and down strums) that suits the feeling your tune should have.  Here are some examples of strum patterns to help you, you may use these or try to make up one of your own.
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Strum D, D, D, (letring) sim....
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Count 1 2and 3 4

Stum D, D/U D, D.
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Countaeiles?  3and 4

Stum D, D, D/U D.
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Count 1 2and 3and 4

Strum D,D/U D/U D.




